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Abstract

This thesis examines what is perhaps the single most important event in the
recent history of Iran: the decision by the government of Mohammed Mossadegh to
nationalize the assets of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. It also deals with the
somewhat delayed reaction by the government of the United States of America, in the
form of what it euphemistically referred to as an intervention to overthrow the
Mossadegh government. The great tragedy of this intervention has been twofold: a
twenty-six year period when Iran was severely oppressed by the brutal dictatorship of
Reza Shah Pahlavi and a strong feeling of Anti-American sentiment among the leaders
of the Islamic Revolution that, in turn, overthrew the Shah in 1979.

This thesis analyzes both the factors regarding the nationalization decision as
well as the decision by the American government to intervene. This analysis is done on
a few levels, beginning with the relevant literature on the topic, such that it is, then
goes into the major possible factors that led to the two decisions. The conclusions are
fairly clear. The decision to nationalize was largely motivated by a strong democratic,
anti-colonial bent on the part of Mossadegh, in particular, directed against Western
capitalist corporate interests, specifically, those of a single corporation, the AIOC, while
the intervention was motivated by a combination of virulent anti-communist red baiting,
geopolitical concerns, and no small amount of propagandizing and arm-twisting on the
part of the British government, particularly in advance of the goals of a single, British

run Capitalist corporation, the AIOC.



Ozet

Bu tez, Iran'in yakin tarihindeki belki de en énemli olayi incelemektedir:
Muhammed Mosaddegh hiikiimetinin Anglo-iran Petrol Sirketinin mal varliklarini
kamulastirma karari. Ayni zamanda, Birlesik Devletler hiikiimetinin, Mossadegh
hiikiimetini devirmeye yonelik miidahale olarak tasvir ettigi sekilde geciken tepkilerini
de ele aliyor. Bu miidahalede biiyiik trajedi iki kat oldu: Iran'in Reza Shah Pahlavi'nin
acimasiz diktatérligi tarafindan siddetle ezilen yirmi alti yillik bir dénem ve Islam
Devrimi liderleri arasinda olusan gigli bir Anti-Amerikan duygusu 1979'da Sah'i

devirdi.

Bu tez, hem millilestirme kararina hem de Amerikan hikimetinin mtdahale
kararina iliskin faktorleri analiz etmektedir. Bu analiz, konuyla ilgili literatirden
baglayarak, daha sonra iki karara yol agan baslica faktorlere giderek, birkac asamada
yapilir. Sonuglar oldukca aciktir. Kamulastirma karari buiytk 6lglide, Mossadegh'i
guiclii bir demokratik ve somiirgecilik karsiti egilimle, ézellikle de tek bir sirketin, yani
AIOC'nin, Bati kapitalist kurumsal gikarlarina karsi yoneltti; midahale, bir girigsim
tarafindan motive edildi. Miidahale, Ingiliz hiikiimetinin, 6zellikle de tek bir Ingiliz
isletmesi Kapitalist sirket olan AIOC'nin amaclarinin dncesinde, kotticll anti-komunist
kirmizi yemle oynama, jeopolitik kaygilar ve az miktarda propaganda ve silahlanma

surecinin karigimidir.
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