ABSTRACT

THE PROCESSES OF MYSTIFICATION AND DEMYSTIFICATION IN POLITICAL
DISCOURSE IN TURKEY

This thesis examines the processes of mystification and demystification in Turkish political
discourse with a social constructionist approach. Within the context of Kemalist one party
regime and the AKP single party government. this research portrays how the dichotomy of
OldNew Turkey was discursively constructed and deconstructed by Kemalist and the AKP
power and how mystification and demystification processes take place by means of four
binary opposition categories: ‘New/Old Turkey’. ‘Ottoman as a revival (resurrection)
process/Ottoman as a degeneration process’. ‘unveiled woman/veiled woman’. Kemalist
youth/ the AKP (Asim) youth.The samples that are collected through newspapers archives of
Beyazit State Library and Atatiick Library and the archives of the AK Party. Presidency of
Turkish Republic and Grand National Assembly websites consist of political speeches.
newspaper articles in Cumhurivet. Ulus. Yeni Safak and Sabah newspapers and Assembly
minutes between 1934 and 1938 for Kemalist discourse and between 2012 and 2016 for the
AKP discourse. The comparative discourse analysis of Kemalist and the AKP data provided

an - depth understanding of the processes of mystification and demystitication.
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OZET

TURKIYE'DEKI POLITIK SOYLEMDE MISTIFIKASYON VE DIMISTIFIKASYON
SURECLERI

Bu calisma Tiirkiye'de politik séylemlerde ver alan mistifikasyon ve dimistifkasyon
siire¢leriny/'yontemlerini sosyal insact bir yaklasmmla incelemektedir. Kemalist tek parti
yonetimi ve AKP tek parti hiikiimet: baglamunda bu calisma YenyvEski Tirkiye'ye dair
tarkhiliklarmn Kemalist ve AKP iktidarlar: tarafindan séylemsel olarak nasil yapilandirildigmi
ve yvapibozuma ugratidigini ve aym zamanda sézii edilen mistifikasyon ve dimistifikasyon
siire¢lerinin “Yenv/'Eski Tiirkiye™.*bir yozlasma siireci olarak Osmanly'bir dirilis siireci olarak
Osmanly’. ‘ortiilii kadmn/ortiisiiz kadin’, ‘Kemalist genclik/AKP (Asmm) gengligi’ olarak
belirlenen dort ikili karsitlik kategoris: fizerinden nasil meydana geldigmi ortaya koyuyor.
Beyazit ve Atatirk Kiitiiphanes:1 gazete arsivlerinden, AK Parti. Tirkiye Cumburiyet:
Cumhurbaskanhg: ve Tiirkiye Biiyilkk Millet Meclisi websites: arsivlerinden elde edilen
drneklem Kemalist sdylem icin 1934 ile 1938 yillari aras: ve AKP séylemu i¢in 2012 ile 2016
yillar1 arasmdaki politik komusmalardan. Cumhurivet, Ulus. Yeni Safak ve Sabah
gazetelerindeki haber ve yazilarindan ve meclis tutanaklarmdan olusmaktadwr. Kemalist ve
AKP vwverilermin karsilastwmali séylem analizi. siyasal séylemde nustifikasyon ve

dimistifikasyon stireclerinin dermlemesme incelenmesine ve anlasilmasina olanak saglamastar.
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