ABSTRACT

The conflict between Turkey and Armenia has lasted for around twenty-five years.
Since then, several attempts on the state level, and even more on civil society level
have been made to achieve a reconciliation. Nevertheless, in this period, the
literature focused more on the political attempts compared to the ones carried out
by the civil society organizations. This thesis aims to fill this gap by presenting
CSOs’ perception of reconciliation, their evaluation of the process, the achieved
level of reconciliation. It shows what the main obstacles preventing a bigger
achievement in the reconciliation process are and what should be done to remove
those obstacles in the eyes of CSO representatives involved in this process. The
thesis relies on a qualitative comparative research by conducting four focus groups
with twenty CSO representatives in Istanbul, Yerevan and Gyumri. This thesis
demonstrates that, in the case of Turkish-Armenian reconciliation, CSOs do not
work in a vacuum. They operate within a broader political context, which might
facilitate or complicate their efforts towards reconciliation. However, even under
negative political atmosphere, CSOs could succeed in creating dialogue among

societies, while their impact remains more limited than they aspire.
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OZET

Tiirkiye ile Ermenistan arasindaki uzlasmazlik siireci yaklagik yirmi bes yildir
stirmektedir. O zamandan beri, devletler diizeyinde uzlagsmaya yonelik cesitli
girisimlerin yaninda sivil toplum kuruluslarinin bu amaca yonelik ¢abalar1 ¢ok daha
fazladir. Ancak bu siirecte akademik alan yazinin STK’larin girisimlerinden ziyade
siyasi adimlara odaklandig1 goriilmektedir. Bu tez akademik alan yazindaki bu ag181
kapatmay1 amaglamaktadir. Bu tez ¢alismasi bu amagla STK’larin uzlagsma algisini,
uzlagma siirecini nasil degerlendirdiklerini, bu siirecte varilan noktaya iligkin bakis
acilarimi ve uzlasmanin oniindeki ana engellere ve bu engelleri ortadan kaldirmaya
iliskin algilarin1 ortaya koymayi amaglamaktadir. Bu tez calismasi niteliksel
karsilastirmali  arastirma  yontemiyle gerceklestirilen Istanbul, Erivan ve
Gumrii’deki yirmi STK temsilcisinden olusan dort odak grup goriismesine
dayanmaktadir. Bu ¢ergevede tez Tiirkiye-Ermenistan uzlasma siireci 6rneginde
STK’larin bir boslukta ¢aligmadigini ve daha genis bir siyasi baglamin etkisi altinda
faaliyet gosterdiklerini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu baglam, onlarin uzlagsmaya yonelik
cabalarini kolaylagtirabildigi gibi karmasiklastirabilmektedir. Fakat olumsuz bir
siyasi atmosferde dahi STK’lar toplumlar arasinda diyalog yaratmay1

basarabilmektedir, ancak etkileri onlarin umdugundan daha sinirh kalmaktadir.
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