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ABSTRACT

In recent times the foreign policy of Turkey, especially with respect to its
citizens abroad, has been in the spotlight. Especially these events paved the way for a
comparative research about the perception of young Turks in Turkey and young
Turks abroad towards minorities in Turkey. This thesis tries to answer the following
question: Does the public attitude towards minorities in Turkey differ for young

Turks in Turkey and young Turks abroad?

By means of a survey, respondents answered questions about four minority

groups in Turkey: Jews, Atheists, LGBT and Syrians. The questions of the survey

dealt with: contact, positive feelings, negative perception, prejudice and
discrimination towards minorities. The questions are based on the Integrated Threat
Theory. From the research it became clear that young Turks in Turkey have a
significant higher degree of discrimination towards Syrians compared to their peers
abroad. Furthermore, significant effects have been observed in relation to several of
the questions. Mostly, one can observe that contact has a positive effect of having a
positive feeling towards a minority. Thus; having interaction with a certain minority
increases positive feelings. The research also briefly explained the impact of certain
demographic variables. From that we can conclude that highly educated Turks, left
wing party voters and less religious Turks seem to be less discriminative. One
exception is discrimination towards Syrians, which is higher among that group. These
characteristics count for Turks abroad as well as for Turks in Turkey. To conclude
with, Turkish youth abroad does not seem to be very different from Turkish youth in
Turkey when it comes to attitudes and perceptions towards minorities. Most of the

time, Turks are Turks and stay Turks, regardless of geographical location.
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OZET

Son zamanlarda Tiirk dis politikas1 dzellikle lilke diginda yasayan vatandaglan
agisindan 6n planda olan bir konu, Tiitk dis politikasindaki bu olaylar dzellikle
Tiirkiye smirtan i¢inde yasayan gen¢ Tirkler ile yurtdisinda yasayan geng Tirklerin
azinlikiara olan tutumlan arasinda karsilagtirmali analiz yapilmasinin dniinii agmugtir.
Bu tez su soruya cevap vermeyi hedefliyor: Tiirkiye’de yasayan geng Tirklerin
azinliklara olan umumi tutumu yurtdisinda yasayan geng Tiirklerin’kinden farki

mi?

Bu aragtirma vasitasiyla, ankete katilanlar dort azinlik gurubu ile 1lgili sorulan
yamtladilar: Yahudiler, Ateistler, LGBT bireyler ve Suriyeliler. Anket sorulan
kontakt, olumlu duvgular, olumsuz bakis acisi, dnyargt ve aynmcilik konulan
agisindan azmliklan inceledi. Sorular ITT'i (Biitiinlesik Tehdit Teorisi) baz alarak
hazirlandi. Arastuma sonucunda Tirkiyede yasayan gen¢ Tirklerin, Turkiyedeki
Suriyeli bireylere karsi, kendi akrani Tiirklere gdre daha aynmer oldugu belirgimlesti.
Buna ek olarak farkli sorularin kayda deger etkileri gozlemlendi. Cogunlukla
herhangi biri azmlikla temas kurulmas: olumlu duygulann olugmasinda pozitif bir
etkiye sahip oldugu gozlemlenebilir. Boylelikle belirli bir azinlk ile etkilesim olumlu
duygulan arttinyor. Aragtuma kisaca belirli demografik degiskenlerin etkilerini de
agikliyor. Bu sonugtan viikkek egitimli, sol partiye oy verenlerin ve daha az dindar
Ttrklerin daha az ayrimci oldugu ortaya ¢ikmisti. Bir istisna olarak bu grup icerisinde
Suriyelilere kargi aynmceihik daha fazla. Bu karakterstik yurtdismdaki gen¢ Turkleri
de Turkiye’deki geng¢ Tiirkleri aldign gibi igine almaktadir. Sonu¢ olarak konu
azainliklara karsi olan alg: oldugunda yurtdigmdaki gen¢ Tirkler Tirkiye'deki
akranlarindan ¢ok farkli degil.

XN




CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

In recent times, polarisation became a hot topic in worldwide politics. Besides
political preference, we seem to be divided by country, culture, religion, religiosity,
race, ethnicity, sex, sexual preference, classes and numerous other factors that have
an influence on our every day way of living our lives. Turkey is not an exception
when it comes to polarisation, in fact, it had led to various violent confrontations
between people who are different from each other. The Turkish Diaspora in Europe is
not an exception on this issue, in fact, Turks living abroad form a minority
themselves. The Turkish Diaspora in Western-Europe, by its being there, gets
influenced by Turkish foreign policies regarding Diaspora, which is often not
appreciated by European. countries who see Turkish citizens as theirs as well.
Moreover, the hosting countries also try to control the citizen's lives as well. Also
personally I have been affected by the tensions between the conflicting policies
regarding Turks in Europe by Turkey and Europe in March 2017, as a trainee of the
Duich consulate in Istanbul. Exactly this difference between Turks, with on the one
hand Turks living in Turkey, and on the other hand Turks abroad, became an

inspiration for academics and researchers, including me.

It seems that the polarisation also has an effect on xenophobia and
islamophobia, which results in often discriminatory and humiliating words from
mostly right wing populists in Europe. An important attribution to the rise of
islamophobia and xenophobia is threat and fear for the unknown. The theory that will
be used to research the threat perception is the Integrated Threat Theory by Stephen
and Stephen and can be described as “focused on the conditions that foster intergroup
contact changes in intergroup relations; also focuses on the conditions that lead to
perceptions of threat, which have an impact on attitudes and behavior” (Stephan,
Renfro & Davis, 2008, p. 57). Recently, people in all parts of society might feel

threats. The more radical ideologies seem to have become the mainstream putting




pressure on foreigners as well. One might see the election as Trump in the USA as a
result of that (European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, 2015, p.11). In
Turkey however, the government has been criticised by the European Union that it is
actually moving away from European values and freedoms, giving less space or no-
space at all to most minorities in Turkey (European Commission, 2016, p. 25, 76).
The only exception here seems to be the treatment of refugees in Turkey, which has
been praised by the European Union (Eriksson, 2017). The question however is, is
whether the European Union really means it, or just wants to play the geopolitical

game in order to stop refugees from entering into the European Union.

Previous research about minorities in Turkey seems to be quite outdated, with
recent sources going back to at least 3 years back. For example, a research by TESEV
about religion, society and politics in Turkey (Carkoglu & Toprak, 2006). Or, the
world value survey from that has been conducted before 2014 ("WVS Database”,
2014). In the last years, Turkey saw several events that could possibly have had an
effect on (in)tolerance. A lot has happened in Turkish history in the past few years;
for more than 14 years, the country has been ruled by the same political party, even
though the AKP lost its majority for a brief period of time in 2015, it regained
strength after the conflict with the PKK. Resistance against the conservative
government by mostly y(;ung and left leaning citizens of Turkey led to country-wide
demonstrations, providing a platform for groups in Turkey that have been able to see
the daylight especially due to globalization and influence that the European Union
had on the country. Examples are the ecologists’ movements and LGBT groups
during the Gezi Park protests. Probably another major factor came in 2016, when a
failed military coupe took place in Turkey, particular results of this event for

minorities in Turkey are yet to be discovered.

It is often said that who has the youth, has the future, therefore this research
might provide us with a prediction for the future. Besides that, it might be interesting

for the development of policies regarding minorities rights and Turkish foreign policy.
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Turkey has an enormous young population and the current opinions are therefore of
extreme important for policy makers. In 2015, 16,4% of Turks were in the age
between 15 and 24 (Turkstat, 2016). This thesis will therefore be useful for several
layers of government both in Turkey as well as abroad. Local and national
governments in Europe and Turkey could learn about integration and about the
second/third/fourth generation thoughts on hot topics in national and European
politics. One recent example is the integration and loyalty debate in Europe.
Politicians questioned the second and third generations Turks after the developments
of the failed military coupe on the 15th of July 2016, and following the referendum
for the presidential system in Turkey with a high "yes" outcome in Europe
("Referandumda yurtdisi oy oranlant (Referandum 2017 sonuglart Evet - Hayir Oy
Oranlan)", 2017). International organisations and its member states such as the EU
could learn from its mistakes to integrate the current "new Europeans” in a better way,
or to promote human rights in Turkey by both subsidizing organization as well as

pressuring the Turkish government to reconstruct minorities policies.

Exactly these factors combined paved the way for a new research on tolerance
towards minorities in Turkey. A niche and quite unique aspect is the comparison

between Turks in Turkey and Turks abroad.

In the first part of this MA thesis, the existing literature will be provided in
order to get a clear understanding of the topic and crucial background information
regarding minorities in Turkey, Turkish diaspora, the integrated threat theory and
previous research. After that, the research method will be discussed, followed by an
explanation of the founded results. Lastly, a conclusion will be made and

recommendations will be given.

By this piece of work, I hope to contribute not only to social science, but also

to a world with reduced prejudice, stereotyping, discrimination and hate.




1.} Research Question

Even though (Turkish) minority studies are a major research topic for
academics in political science, Turkology and international relations, the number of
comparative studies between Turks living in Turkey and Turks living in Europe are
negligible. Besides a personal passion for Turkish politics and opinion polling, the
topic is a personal choice as well. Every day it surprises me that people's ideas can be
so different from other people’s ideas, considering myself as a regular Dutch student
in the center of the political spectre in the Netherlands. Having friends all over the
world with different cultural backgrounds and moral values than the Dutch values, 1
got motivated to actually compare the thoughts of young Turks in Turkey with Turks

abroad, mostly in Western Europe.

The study will be comparative because the results of young Turks abroad and

young Turks in Turkey will be compared to each other. The research question is:

Does the public attitude towards minovities in Turkey differ for young Turks in

Turkey and young Turks abroad?

From the research question it has become clear that practical research has to
be conducted in order to measure the difference. This research has been conducted by
means of surveys and as the subjects are human beings, it is based on social tolerance
and not on political tolerance. However, as the two forms of tolerance influence each
other, there might be an actnal effect on the political tolerance, meaning that the

political power could guarantee and grant rights to groups that are different than them.

Besides the difference that will be measured between Turks in Turkey and
Turks abroad, a part will be dedicated to the explanation of the difference between the
two.




On the next page, the literature will be explained with a focus on several
topics that are crucial in understanding the case of Turkey and Turks abroad and the
theory that will be used. Previous conducted research that is related to Turks and

minorities will also be discussed.




CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

In this thesis a comparison will be researched on the perception towards
minorities in Turkey. The focus will be on Turks in Turkey under the age of 29 as
well as Turks abroad, under the age of 29. The following minority groups will be

researched: Syrians, LGBT, Athetsts and Jews.

The first part of ihe literature review gives background information regarding
the concept of minorities and how it psychologically and socially is constructed.
Besides this, there will be a focus on conservatism and minorities, minorities in
Turkey, and the Turkish minority in Europe. The crucial part is the explanation of the
ITT which will be the fundamental theory which this thesis is based on. Lastly,
previous conducted research will be discussed in order to form a fundament for the
thesis questionnaire and in order to get a better insight into the opinions of young
Turks in Turkey and young Turks living abroad, mostly regarding young Turks in

Western-Europe.

After the research I will try to make a conclusion so that one might be able to
conclude to see if there are any significant differences and whether the factors of the

integrated Threat Theory actually worked.

2.1 Othering, stereotypes, prejudice and discrimination within the field of social
psychology

Something that is obvious in this study is the contrast between majority and
minority. With the minority (or in other words “the other”) being one of the four
groups such as Syrian, LGBT, Atheists or Jews. It was actually De Beauvoir who had
been inspired by Hegel's Master-Slave Dialectic, to create "the other” (Frantz Fanon,
1952 cited in Lajos Brons, 2013, p. 75). In the dialectic the other is roughly defined
as being "that against which you define yourself"(Cole, 2004 cited in Lajos Brons,
2015, p.69). In practice this is how society actually constructs identities of being a




minority or majority. If the biggest part of a population identifies itself in the same
way and becomes powerful, the smaller group becomes a minority because it has
other characteristics and is often perceived as not one of "them". The contrast
between mmority and majority is simply formed by the group that has the most power;
quantity does not necessarily play a role in defining minority. One example of a
minority that forms a majority by number are women, widely seen as a minority
group because of the lack of opportunities and power, despite the fact that women
outnumber men. Thus, othering is used to define groups and individuals, based on
characteristics such as gender, religion, sexual orientation -or skin colour, It is the
characteristics of a person that you do not have, which results as seeing that person as

an "other" as explained by De Beauvoir (Beauvoir, 1997, p.17).

Beauvoir's described in her work "The Second Sex" (1997), how men as
considered the stronger gender, set the norm for women. Besides gender, she also
uses other social differences to differentiate and to explain a hierarchy (Beauvoir,
1997, p.17). One other example from literature that shaped the idea of other is Said's
work about the so called orient. In his work, he sets the standards of the orient
opposite of the (western-) European countries and its societies (Said, 1977 p.73).
However, it was actually Spivak who first formed the concept of othering in 1985
based on several traditions regarding philost;phy and theory, after research the
archive of the British colonial past in India. In her work "The Rani of Sirmur”, she

differentiated Rani because of her class, gender and race (Spivak, 1985, p. 254).

The issue of othering is closely related to stereotyping and prejudice.
Prejudice is mostly defined as "a negative attitude toward a group or toward
members of the group" (Stangor, C., 2009, p. 2). Stereotypes represent the traits that
come into our minds when we think about a specific group or about members of a
certain group, the issue matters because people often judge other without realising it
(Bargh, Chen, & Burrows, 1996; Dijksterhuis, Aarts, Bargh, & van Knippenberg,
2000; Wheeler & Petty, 2001 cited in Stangor, C., 2009, p.9-10).




