ABSTRACT

A Face Without Photography

My thesis’ concern is to deviate from the representational premises of the face and
attend to the unattainability of its absolute depiction within photography. Consider
ID cards or imagine social media platforms, the face is representative of a person’s
entirety, mainly pictured to project a fixed appearance. ‘As is’ mug shots define the
particularities of lawbreakers, engineered self-portraits show deceptive outward
appearances. However, the crux of my argument does not involve renouncing the
practices of photography. On the contrary, it is a proactive call for action to
photograph the face beyond what is visible or visually intelligible. By refraining
from a one-sided, conclusive point that adopts photography either as a progressive
or a pejorative extension of the eye, my contention probes for the inconceivable: to
conceptualise a faceless photograph. By attending to texts and works of art, which
are not always photographs but are mindful of photography, I propose to
photograph the face anew (in the) everyday, until how it used to appear in plain

sight reappears as anything, but not as a single everything.

Keywords: Photography, Face, Representation, Body, Body without Organs

vi



OZET

Yiizsiiz Bir Fotografcilik

Bu tez c¢alismasinin sorunsali yiiziin temsil edilebilirliginden uzaklasarak,
fotograftaki mutlak tasvirinin olanaksizlig1 lizerine kurulmustur. Kimlik kartlar1 ya
da sosyal medya platformlar1 diisiiniildiigiinde, sabitlenmis ve belirli bir goriiniimii
yansitmak {izerinden resmedilen yiiziin fotografi insanin kimliksel biitlinliigliniin
temsili bir aracidir. Mesela ‘oldugu gibi’ gdsterilen sabika fotograflar1 suglularin
ayirt edici ozellikleri i¢in belirleyicidir. Kisinin kendi fotografin1 planlayarak,
diizenleyip cektigi selfie’lerde ise yaniltici bir dig goriiniis sergilenir. Biitiin bunlara
ragmen, bu tezin One siirdligli arglimanin merkezinde fotografcilik pratigi
reddedilmemektedir. Aksine, tezin savundugu nokta proaktif bir eylem ve eyleme
bicimi olarak yiizii goériinen ve anlasilir olanin 6tesinde fotograflama diisiincesini
icerir. GOzi, kotiileyici ya da ilerici bir uzam, ya da bilme odakli bir genisleme aract
olarak gdren tek tarafli, sonug¢ odakli bir diislince biciminden uzak durarak, bu tezin
fotografla beraber diisiiniilen tartisma konusu kavranilamaz olani, yani kavramsal
olarak ytizsiiz bir fotografi i¢cinde barindirir. Kendisi her zaman fotograf olmayan
ama fotograf¢ilik mecrasina duyarli metinsel ve gorsel Orneklere basvurarak
gerceklestirilen bu calismada, yiiziin giinliik yasamin igerisinde yeniden
fotograflanmas1 Onerilir - yalin goriis alaninda beliren halinin, tek her sey olarak

degil, herhangi bir sey olarak yeniden belirdigi sekilsiz sekliyle.
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