ABSTRACT

The aim of this thesis is to show that both the modern social contract theories of
Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau and the Young Hegel's critique of these theories are
normative. In the first chapter, I present the outlines of this study. In the second, I try to
critically evaluate the grounds of social contract theories of Hobbes, Locke and
Rousseau in terms of the distinction between theoretical and practical knowledge. In the
third, | present the main tenets of Hegel's early epistemology in relation to his critique
of social contract. The last chapter consists of my presentation and critical analysis of
Hegel's theory of right and society with reference to his early writings like Difference
Between Fichte's and Schelling's System of Philosophy, Natural Law and System of

Ethical Life.



OZET

Bu tezin amaci, hem Hobbes, Locke ve Rousseau'nun toplumsal sozlesme
kuramlarinin, hem de Geng¢ Hegel'in bu kuramlar1 elestirisinin normatif oldugunu
gostermektir. Ik béliimde, bu ¢alismanin anahatlarini sunuyorum. ikincisinde, teorik ve
pratik bilgi ayrimi acisindan Hobbes, Locke ve Rousseau'nun toplumsal sozlesme
kuramlarini elestirel bigimde degerlendirmeye ¢alistyorum. Ugiincii boliimde, Hegel'in
erken donemindeki epistemolojisinin ana ilkelerini, toplumsal sozlesme elestirisiyle
iligkili olarak serimliyorum. Son boliim ise Fichte ve Schelling'in Sistemleri Arasindaki
Fark, Dogal Hukuk ve Etik Yagsam Sistemi gibi erken donem metinleri araciligiyla
ortaya konan Hegel'in hak ve toplum kuraminin serimlenmesi ve elestirel analizinden

olusmaktadir.
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