Abstract

Since the break-out of the civil war in Syria, Turkey has been home to millions of
Syrian refugees. First praised for its humanitarian open-door policy by the international
community, the government of Turkey has now become the object of criticism by the
civil society organizations, both international and local, for its inability to provide
effective and rights-based policies for over 3 million refugees in the country. Defined
as guests by the authorities in the absence of a legal framework that recognizes them
as legal refugees, Syrian refugees have found themselves in a state of limbo awaiting
for their fate in Turkey. This uncertainty might have come to an end with the promise
made in July 2016, that Syrian refugees will be granted Turkish citizenship. However,

the promise failed to meet the expectations.

Drawing upon Gramsci’s War of Position theory on the interplay between hegemony,
ideology and political struggle, this study argues that Turkish news media
instrumentalizes Syrian refugees to influence public opinion to serve their own political
agenda by justifying or denouncing government policies. Through the news articles on
the citizenship discussions in the online editions of four Turkish newspapers with
different ideological approaches, it is discussed that citizenship discussions create an
instrument of political contestation between oppositional and pro-government media
through problematic representations of Syrian refugees, generating the battlefield for
the War of Position. As the purpose of War of Position is to capture hegemony over
the consent of the public, this study also looks at reflections of the discourses of the
War of Position on the public, via tweets posted on the citizenship discussions on
Twitter. With the use of Schroder’s Multi-Dimensional Approach, this study suggests
that how media and Turkish public view the citizenship discussions do not point to a
potential for a social or political change that will push towards a rights-based refugee
policy. A War of Position in media at the expense of undermining refugee rights results

in the elimination of commonsensical perceptions towards the refugees.
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Ozet

Suriye’deki i¢ savasin baglamasindan bu yana Tiirkiye, milyonlarca Suriyeli miilteciye
ev sahipligi yapmaktadir. Onceleri insani agik-kap1 politikasindan dolay: uluslararasi
toplum tarafindan Gviilen Tiirk hiikiimeti, simdilerde etkin ve hak temelli bir miilteci
politikas1 saglayamamasindan dolayr hem yerel hem uluslararas: sivil toplumun
elestirilerinin hedefi olmaktadir. Yetkililer tarafindan misafir olarak tanimlanan
Suriyeli miilteciler, onlar1 yasal bir sekilde miilteci olarak tanimlayan hukuki bir
cercevenin eksikliginden dolayi, kendilerini Tiirkiye’de kaderlerinin ne olacagini
bekledikleri bir belirsizligin i¢inde bulmuslardir. Bu belirsizlik ise, Temmuz 2016’da
yapilan Suriyeli miiltecilere vatandaslik verilecegi vaadiyle sona ermis olabilirdi.

Ancak bu vaat, beklentileri karsilamakta basarisiz oldu.

Gramsci’nin hegemonya, ideoloji ve politik ¢ekisme arasindaki iliskiyi irdeleyen
teorisi Mevzi Savasi’ndan hareketle, bu ¢alisma Suriyeli miiltecilerin Tiirk medyasinin
kendi siyasi amaglar1 dogrultusunda, hiikiimet politikalarii hakli gostermek veya
elestirmek amaciyla aragsallastirildiklarini iddia etmektedir. 4 Tiirk gazetesinin online
yayinlarindaki haberleri incelenerek, bu tezde, vatandaghk tartigmalarinin hiikiimet
yanlist ve muhalif medya tarafindan siyasi ¢ekisme icin bir ara¢ haline getirildigi ve
bunun medyay1 Mevzi Savasi igin bir savas alani haline getirdigi iddia edilmektedir.
Ayni zamanda, Mevzi Savasi’nin amaci toplumun onay1 lizerinden hegemonyayi ele
gecirmek oldugundan, bu c¢alisma medyadaki Mevzi savasinin toplum iizerindeki
etkisinin seviyesini, Twitter’da vatandaslik tartigmalariyla ilgili atilan tweetlerle analiz
etmektedir. Schroder’in Cok Boyutlu Yaklagimmi kullanarak, bu calisma Tiirk
toplumunun vatandashk tartigmalarin1 goriis bi¢iminin, hak temelli bir miilteci
politikas1 olusmas i¢in zorlayacak bir toplumsal veya siyasal bir degisiklige isaret
etmedigini ileri stirmektedir. Medyada miiltecilerin haklarina zarar vermek pahasina
gerceklestirilen bir mevzi savasi, miiltecilere karst sagduyulu yaklagimlarin

korelmesine yol agmaktadir.
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