ABSTRACT

This thesis focuses on the relationship between nationalism and education and tries to
understand how Turkish citizen is represented in Religious Culture and Morality textbooks by
conducting discourse analysis on forty two selected books since the course’s being
compulsory in 1982 until 2015. The study deals with the relationship between state and
religion and how Islam is instrumentalized for the reproduction of the citizen. Education is
considered as one of the crucial venues that this relationship can be noticed and Religious
Culture and Morality has a further importance since it is the only subject which reflects the
Islamic characteristic of the citizenship definition. Hence, the books are going to be examined
due to the debates and struggles on citizenship and international developments about the
issue. Also, the programme reforms and consequently published books during the Justice and
Development Party government, which embraces conservative and religious values, is going

to be scrutinized to understand a continuation or a rupture in the definition of the citizen.



OZET

Bu calisma milliyetgilik ve egitim iligskisine odaklanarak Din Kiiltiirii ve Ahlak Bilgisi
ders kitaplarinda Tiirk vatandasinin nasil temsil edildigini anlamaya g¢alisir. Bunun igin dersin
zorunlu hale getirildigi 1982 yilindan 2015°¢ kadar okutulan kirk iki kitab1 sdylem analizi
yontemiyle inceler. Calisma, devlet ile din arasindaki iliskiyi ve Islam'in vatandasm iiretimi
icin nasil aragsallastirildigini ele almaktadir. Egitim bu iliskinin gozlemlenebilecegi en 6nemli
alanlardan biri olarak ele alinmaktadir ve Din Kiiltirii ve Ahlak Bilgisi dersine vatandagslik
tanimindaki Islami 6zellikleri yansitmasi bakimindan 6zel bir énem verilmistir. Bu bakimdan
ders kitaplar1 vatandaglik temelli tartisma ve miicadeleler ile uluslararast gelismeler
dolayimiyla incelenecektir. Ote yandan, muhafazakar ve dini degerleri benimseyen Adalet ve
Kalkinma Partisi doneminde yapilan program reformlar1 ve sonucunda basilan kitaplardaki

vatandaglik tanim1 devamlilik ya da kirilma ekseninde degerlendirilecektir.



