ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to focus on older people’s experiences at urban areas, and
presents older people’s relation to social and urban life in terms of participation
and social inclusion in the framework of right to the city. In addition, it tackles the
social policy and services for elderly provided by the local municipality in
Kadikdy, and examine the relationship between elderly and the opportunities
offered by the local government with regard to physical space and social life. The
data of the study is based on in-depth interviews with participants from Kadikoy
who are age 70 and older. The relation between elderly and urban is structured
around three issues in the thesis. First, it discusses older people’s perception on
ageing and elderly and its relation to social participation and age discrimination;
secondly, it focuses on physical environment’s impact on older people’s quality of
life, accessibility and mobility. Lastly, it argues how the local government
services shape and structure older people’s relation to their neighborhood and
community. Therefore older people’s relationship with the local governments is
discussed with regard to right to the city which coincides with one’s right to
transform the city according to their needs and demands. The study suggests that
socio-economic class, gender and physical conditions of the space became
prominent issues for older people to instrumentalize their right to the city and

benefit from the social participation opportunities offered by the city.
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OZET

Bu tez, yashlarin kentsel alanlardaki deneyimlerine odaklanarak, kent hakki
baglaminda yaslilarin sosyal ve kentsel yasamla olan iligkilerini katilimecilik ve
sosyal icerme agisindan ele almaktadir. Bununla beraber, ilce belediyesi olan
Kadikoy Belediyesi’'nin yaslilara yonelik hizmetleri ve kentsel alanin mevcut
kosullar1 ele alinarak, fiziksel mekan ve sosyal yasam acisindan yerel yonetimin
sundugu imkanlarla yashlarin deneyimleri irdelenmistir. Tez kapsaminda
yiiriitiilen arastirmanin verileri Istanbul’un Kadikdy ilgesinde ikamet eden 70 yas
ve lizeri katilmcilarla yapilan goriigmelere dayanmaktadir. Tez kapsaminda
yasllarin kentle olan iliskisi {i¢ temel sorunsal etrafinda ele alinmaktadir. ilk
olarak yaglhlarin yaslilik ve yaglilara dair algilarinin sosyal yasama katilim ve
yascilik ile olan iliskisi tartisilmig, daha sonra kent mekaninin fiziksel kosullarinin
yasam kalitesi, erisilebilirlik ve hareketlilik agisindan yaslhlar iizerindeki etkisi ele
alinmigtir. Ugiincii olarak yerel yonetim hizmetlerinin yashlarin i¢inde yasadiklari
mahalle ve toplulukla olan iligkilerini nasil sekillendirdigi irdelenmistir. Buna
bagli olarak, yaslilarin kent hakk: baglaminda yasadiklar1 semti kendi ihtiyag ve
talepleri dogrultusunda degistirme imkéanlari, yerel yonetimle olan iligkilerine
odaklanilarak tartisgtlmistir. Yasghlarin kent hakkini aragsallastirma ve kentin
sosyal katilim imkanlarindan yararlanma durumunun, sosyo-ekonomik sinif,
cinsiyet ve mekanin fiziksel kosullar1 gibi temel sorunsallar etrafinda sekillendigi

gozlemlenmistir.
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