Abstract

2011 events of the Arab Spring did not lead to a regime change in the tiny
kingdom of Bahrain. The ruling family is a minority Sunni regime governing a majority
Shia population that has not been treated equally with the rest of the population.
However, the Shias are not the only ones calling for change as the numerous Sunnis,
since country’s independence and even earlier, demanded reforms from the Al-Khalifa
monarchy. Events of 2011 were a grain of sand in a desert of protests in Bahraini history.
I aim to place the 2011 uprising in a greater historical narrative and avoid the popular
trends of sectarian politics and Arab exclusivism. To achieve this, I have relied on

secondary sources namely books, articles, other academic works and news sites.
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Ozet

2011 Arap Bahar1 Bahreyn Kralligi’nda bir rejim degisimin sebep olmadi. Azinlik
Sunni hanedan tarafindan yonetilen Sii ¢ogunluk esitlik istiyor. Fakat Sunniler de Siiler
kadar El-Halife hanedani’ndan esitlik istiyorlar. 2011 yilinin protestolar1 daha 6nce
yapilan protestolarla karsilastirilabilir. Mezhebgilik paradigmasindan ¢ikarak 2011
protestolarini tarihsel bir ¢erceveye yerlestirmeye c¢alisacagim. Referanslarim kitaplardan,

akademik ve akademik olmayan makalelerden ve haber sitlerinden olugsmaktadir.
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