Abstract

The politics of fear is a concept that refers to the political figures’ exaggeration of
threats, which has been discussed to have a considerable impact on citizens’
perception of threats and support for policies. A vast majority of the studies have
discussed the war on terror narrative as a way of implementing the politics of fear.
In addition to the narratives of the political figures, media discourses have also
been defined as significant tools for mediating fear. Thus far, a relatively small
body of literature has been concerned with the role of the citizens and social
media in the (re)production of the fear. By drawing from the Reina massacre, this
study addresses the (re)production of the war on terror narrative by the citizens in
the social media. As a social media example Eksi sozliik was investigated for this
study. Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional conception of critical discourse
analysis was used to analyze 280 entries on Eksi Sozliik. One significant finding
of this study is that the implementation of the politics of fear was constructed as a
threat. Results show that there are many factors behind for a threat to be
constructed by individuals such as identity, national identity, and the political
atmosphere of the country. Furthermore, this study shows that what the political

figures present as threats are not always perceived as threats by the citizens.
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Ozet

Korku politikalar1 kavrami siyasi aktorlerin, vatandaslarin tehditleri algilamasinda
ve politikalara destek vermesinde biiyiik bir etkisi oldugu sdylenen, tehditleri
sisirmesine isaret etmektedir. Calismalarin biiyiik bir cogunlugu terore karsi savas
anlatisim1 korku politikalarint uygulama yolu olarak tartismistir. Siyasi aktorlerin
sOylemleri disinda, medyadaki séylemler de korkunun yayilmasinda énemli bir
ara¢ olarak goriilmiislerdir. Simdiye kadar vatandaslarin ve sosyal medyanin
korkunun yeniden iiretimindeki rolii literatiirde oldukca az yer bulmustur. Bu
calisma Reina katliamin1 esas alarak terore karsi savas sdyleminin vatandaglar
tarafindan sosyal medyada yeniden fiiretilip iretilmedigini incelemektedir. Bu
calisma i¢in sosyal medya Ornegi olarak FEksi Sozliik incelenmistir. Norman
Fairclough’un ii¢ boyutlu elestirel sdylem analizi Eksi Sozliik’te yazilmig 28
baslhiktaki 280 girdiyi analiz etmek icin kullanilmistir. Bu c¢alisma terdre karsi
savag sOyleminden bazilarinin yeniden tiretildigi bazilarinin ise degisim gegirdigi
ikircikli bir tablo gozlemlemistir. Caligmanin dikkate deger sonuglarindan biri
vatandaslarin korku politikalarinin uygulanmasini bir tehdit olarak insa etmeleri
olmustur. Sonuglar, tehdidin insasinda kimlik, ulusal kimlik, ve {ilkedeki siyasi
atmosfer gibi bir¢ok faktor oldugunu gostermektedir. Bunun yaninda, bu ¢alisma
siyasi aktorlerin tehdit olarak sunduklarinin vatandaglar tarafindan her zaman

tehdit olarak algilanmayabilecegini ortaya koymaktadir.
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