Abstract

This thesis seeks to analyze the Russian influence in the Balkans. It appears that Russian influence
has increased in recent years due to global economic crisis and its effects in the Balkan countries.
Despite some successes in 2000s, the neo-liberal transition resulted in the accentuation of the
peripheral position of the Balkans, particularly post- Yugoslav countries. The economic difficulties
due to crisis and relative decrease in the interest of Western core countries, caused an environment
conducive to increasing Russian influence. The intense interest of Russian business expressed itself
in the form of political pressure on post- Yugoslav countries, seeking to shape their domestic
politics and foreign policies. The Russian business and state also used this opportunity to realize
the aims of Russian foreign policy. This thesis argues that, the relations between the Russian
Federation and post- Yugoslav countries under the liberal world economic order can be analyzed
as an example of how economic relations and foreign policy can be combined. In this manner,

Russia manifested a successful example of combination of economic relations into foreign policy.



Ozet

Bu tez, Balkanlardaki Rus etkisini analiz etmektedir. Ekonomik kriz ve bu krizin Balkan
iilkelerindeki etkilerinden dolay1, son yillarda, Rus etkisi bu iilkelerde artig gostermistir. 2000'li
yillardaki baz1 bagarilara ragmen, neo-liberal gecis, Balkanlarin, 6zellikle de Yugoslavya sonrasi
cevre llkelerin 6nem arz etmesine sebep olmustur. Kriz nedeniyle yasanan ekonomik zorluklar ve
Bat1 merkez {ilkelerinin ilgisinin goreceli olarak azalmasi, Rus etkisinin artmasina yardimci olan
bir ortam olusturdu. Bu ¢ergevede, Rus is adamlarinin yogun ilgisi politik alana tasarak Yugoslavya
sonras1 devletlerin i¢ ve dis politikalari lizerinde baski olusturmustur. Rus is diinyas1 ve Rus devleti
bu ¢ercevedeki olanaklarini Rus dis politikasinin amaglarint gergeklestirmek i¢in kullanmistir. Bu
baglamda, Rusya, ekonomik iliskilerin dig politika ile bagdagmasinin basarili bir 6rnegini ortaya
cikarmistir. Bu caligmada, liberal ekonomik diinya diizeni ¢er¢evesinde Rusya Federasyonu ve
Yugoslavya sonrasi devletlerin iligkileri iizerinden ekonomik iliskilerin ve dis politikanin nasil

birlestirebileceginin bir 6rnegi olarak analiz edilebilecegini ileri stirmektedir.





