ABSTRACT

Reading Twitter’s Mode of Operation Through Lacan: The Experience of The Real In

Social Media Age

This thesis aims to study Twitter from the perspective of Lacanian psychoanalysis. By using
the Lacanian notions and concepts in order to understand and explain how Twitter has a mode
of operation, this thesis tries to establish a systematic thought on a widely using social
phenomenon. This thesis proposes that the unsymbolizable Real can be constantly
experienced, by considering 140-character limit of Twitter as a constitutive feature.
Moreover, the problem of the process of subjectivation, and the usage of the language are at
the locus of this thesis. Thus, this thesis pursue the answer of how user experience on Twitter
can be substantialized through fragments of texts and images. In order to achieve this goal,
this thesis raises the analogy between Lacanian concepts of desire, fantasy, jouissance, and

the feauteres of Twitter.



OZET

Twitter’mn Isleyis Bicimini Lacan Uzerinden Okumak: Sosyal Medya Caginda Gercek

Deneyimi

Bu tezin amaci Twitter’1 Lacanci psikanalizin perspektifinden ¢alismaktir. Twitter’in nasil bir
isleyis bi¢gimine sahip oldugunu anlamaya ve agiklamayi amagclayan bu tez, Lacanci nosyon ve
kavramlar1 kullanarak, genis 6l¢iide kullanilan bir toplumsal fenomen hakkinda sistematik bir
diisiince olusturmaya calismaktadir. Twitter’daki 140 karakter sinirini kurucu bir 6zellik
olarak goren bu tez, simgesellestirilemeyen Gergek’in siirekli olarak deneyimlenebilecegini
One strmektedir. Ayrica bu tezde 6znellesme siireci ve dilin kullanimina iliskin sorunlar da
merkezi bir yer tutmaktadir. Bu ylizden, bu tez Twitter’daki kullanicit deneyiminin metin ve
gorsel fragmanlar vasitasiyla nasil somutlastirabilecegi sorusunun cevabini aramaktadir. Bu
amaca ulagmak i¢in de, Lacan’in arzu, fantazi ve jouissance kavramlari ile Twitter’in

Ozellikleri arasinda benzerlik kurmaktadir.





