§ ABSTRACT

The main objective of this thesis is showing that the evaluation norm of the
Freedom of Expression notion on the parallel of law basis problematic in

Spinoza’s Theological — Political Treatise.

To indicate that, as such approachment involves two aspects. Begin with, in
Spinoza’s thought it is the necessity that some cognitive make its onthology to be
explained. This necessity can be shaped through the (expression of) Onthology
and Law relations. Secondly, this study aim to signify that how the conception of
Freedom of Expression accordingly to this relation which mention above, can be

treated in Theological Political Treatise.

Notably in Ethics and also Spinoza’s other Works when treated Ethic and thus
Political approach which is accepted by him, can be seen that shaped from the
theory of first principles. That is to say, the onthological method which is existed
in his Ethics and following passages of the same work representing his
epistemelogical method moreover the view from the Theological Political Treatise
and Political Treatise about the origins of law are the same aspects of the certain

method.

In this respect, albeit the fact that Spinoza’s philosophy involves some inevitable
colors and differencies, the main theme that conception of Onthology to express

and signfy that the Notion of Power, Right and Law are same, unique, and one.

When we recognize about the correlation between Law and Right we have also
investigate and examine about the monist system which through shaped from
Deus sive Natura to put in other words God or Nature. Therefore, comprehense
and precise analysis of the monist system shows that the conception of God is the
center element of the Spinoza’s theory of first principles. Dwelling on the which
intellectual means build up the notions of the God also significant point to see that
how kind of basic elements which are tools for defining God exclude from his

definition of God and hence his cosmology.



That is to say, Spinoza’s conception of God takes shape vice versa to the
montoheistic and scholastic intellectual tradition. Briefly, the first part of the
study focuses on the conception of onthology in Spinoza’s thought, spesifically in
Ethics. Thus, that which includes explanatory framework intended for the themes
will have been came up in the second part of the study.In second part of the study,
Spinoza’s contribution to Freedom of Expression will be investigated along with
conception of Law with reference to the first part of the study. In this respect,
Spinoza’s philosophy has got quality which is formed a layer involves many

meanings of the the law that intimated to each other.

Thence, another aim in the study, to show that variety of Laws and how can be
analyzed their correlation. Relationship between the Laws also make it possible
canvassing the Notion of freedom of expression. Here ise the question which
might investigated in the second part of the thesis. In that case, the path of the
following which is formed through the question and relationship between
Freedom of Expression and Conceptions of Law.



§ OZET

Bu tezdeki temel amag Ifade Ozgiirliigii kavrammin Spinoza’nin Teolojik Politik
Inceleme adli eseri igerisinde Yasa’nin Kaynagi problemi iizerinden ne sekilde ele
alindigin1 gostermek olacaktir. Bdylesi bir yaklasimin ikili bir incelemeyi
gerektirdigini belirtmek yerinde olacaktir. Oncelikle Spinoza diisiincesinde
ontolojinin hangi kavramsal araglar {izerinden sekillendigini agiklamak
gerekmektedir. Bu gereklilik Ontoloji ile Yasa iliskisinin agiklanmasi iizerinden
sekillenecektir. Ikinci olarak ise Ifade Ozgiirliigii kavrammin bu iliski dolayistyla

Teolojik Politik inceleme adl1 eserde nasil ele alindig iizerinde durulacaktir.

Ethica basta olmak iizere, Spinoza’nin eserleri incelendiginde, Etik ve Politik
yaklagimin, ilk nedenler teorisi iizerinden sekillendigi goriilecektir. Bir baska
deyisle, Ethica’da mevcut ontolojik yaklagimla ayni eserin takip eden
boliimlerinde yer alan epistemolojik yaklagimin dahasi Teolojik Politik Inceleme
ile Politik inceleme’de benimsenen Yasa’nin Kaynagi problemine iliskin goriisiin,
ayni zincirin halkalar1 oldugu sdylenebilir. Bu bakimdan; Spinoza diisiincesi her
ne kadar kendi igerisinde kagiilmaz olarak niianslara sahip olsa dahi Ethica’da
mevcut haliyle karsimiza ¢ikan Ontoloji; Giig, Hak ve Hukuk methumlarini ifade
eder. Ontoloji ile Yasa ve Hak iliskisi goz oniinde bulunduruldugunda, Deus sive
Natura yani Tanr1 ya da Doga kavramsallastirmasi iizerinden sekillenen ickinlik¢i
diistince sisteminin incelenmesi gerekmektedir. S6z konusu sistemin incelenmesi,
Spinoza diisiincesi icerisinde yer alan Tanr1 kavraminin ne tiir bir yaklasim
tizerinde insa edildiginin {izerinde durulmasi, ayn1 zamanda bu yaklasimin nasil
bir diisiinsel gelenegi disarida biraktiginin tespit edilmesi bakimindan énemlidir.
Buradaki onem sorunu 6zellikle de ¢alismanin ikinci kisminda, Teolojik Politik
Inceleme igerisinde ifade Ozgiirliigiine kerteriz noktasi olma 6zelligi teskil eden
Yasa probleminin, daha anlasilir kilinmasina yonelik bir 6nkosul olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Kisaca; ¢aligmada yer alan ilk kisim Spinoza diisiincesinde Ontoloji
kavramsallastirmasina odaklanmak suretiyle ikinci kisimda ele alinacak
kavramlarin agiklanmasina yonelik oncelikli olarak ele alinmasi gereken bir konu

olma o&zelligine sahiptir. Calismanm ikinci kisminda ise, diisiiniiriin ifade
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Ozgiirliigiin’e yaklasimi ilk kisimdan hareketle, Yasa kavramsallastiriimasi ile
birlikte ele alinacaktir. Bu bakimdan, Spinoza diislincesi; yasalarin bir katman
olarak i¢ ice gectigi bir sistematik tasir. Bu bakimdan ¢alismadaki bir diger amag
Yasa c¢esitlerini ve aralarindaki iliskileri gostermek olacaktir. Yasalar arasindaki
iliski; ifade Ozgiirliigii kavramimi tartisiimasmi nasil miimkiin kilar? Bu ikinci
kismin etrafinda sekillendigi soru olacaktir. O halde Teolojik Politik inceleme
icerisinde pesine diisiilecek temel izlek; Yasa kavramlar1 ve ifade Ozgiirliigii

iliskisi lizerinden sekillenecektir.
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