ABSTRACT

How do LGBT+ Alevis tend to behave in their society? Are there any intertwined
axes of oppression, which they experience related to their social identities? What
kind of gender-specific expectations do they face in their Alevi environments?
Departing from these questions, this thesis seeks to understand how being a
LGBT+ Alevi might mean in Turkey. By using the intersectional perspective as
an analytical tool, the thesis aims to establish a link between the very well
documented but exclusively isolated literature on Alevi and LGBT+ worlds. In
this context, the thesis presents an overall picture of the dynamics of the Alevi
faith and sexual diversity in Turkey. The gender in Alevi faith and practice has
been discussed in the literature, which is based on the rhetoric of women-men
equality, and the social roles played by Alevi heterosexual women and men in
their society. Considering the stories of LGBT+ Alevis in Istanbul, the thesis tries
to open a new space within the ongoing discussions of gender in Alevi faith and
practice. Moreover, the thesis draws attention to the allegations of being sexually
deviant that Alevis and LGBT+s have been exposed in Turkey. The thesis strives
to imagine possible political alliances waiting to be formed between Alevis and
LGBT+s, because of such sexuality-based allegations, which determines their
everyday experiences of oppression. Thus, this research initiates discussions about
the oppressor-oppressed relations among the ‘others’ and suggests reconsidering

the negotiable and non-negotiable boundaries of the intersecting identities.
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OZET

LGBT+ Aleviler toplumlarinda nasil davranma egilimindedirler? Sosyal
kimlikleriyle ilgili tecriibe ettikleri, i¢ i¢e ge¢mis baski eksenleri var midir? Alevi
cevrelerinde Karsilastiklar1 toplumsal cinsiyete igkin beklentiler nelerdir? Bu
sorulardan yola ¢ikarak, bu tez, Tiirkiye'de ayn1 anda Alevi ve LGBT+ olmanin
nasil bir anlam ifade edebilecegini anlamaya ¢alismaktadir. Kesisimsel perspektifi
analitik bir arag olarak kullanan ¢alisma, Alevi ve LGBT+ diinyalari {izerine gok
iyi belgelenmis, ancak birbirinden oldukg¢a ayrik literatiirler arasinda baglanti
kurmay1 amaglamaktadir. Bu baglamda, Tirkiye'deki cinsel ¢esitlilik ve Alevi
inan¢ dinamiklerinin genel bir resmi sunulmaktadir. Alevi inang¢ ve pratiginde
toplumsal cinsiyet meselesi, literatiirde kadin-erkek esitligi séylemi ile Alevi
heteroseksiiel kadinlarin ve erkeklerin toplumlarinda oynadigi sosyal roller
15181nda tartisilagelmistir. Istanbul'daki LGBT+ Alevilerin hikayelerini gbz 6niine
alarak tez, siiregiden Alevi inang¢ ve pratiginde toplumsal cinsiyet tartigmalar
icerisinde yeni bir alan agmaya calismaktadir. Ayrica, tezin dikkat ¢ektigi bir
diger konu, hem Alevilerin hem de LGBT+larin Tiirkiye'de maruz kaldiklar
cinsel sapkinhik ithamlaridir. Alevilerin ve LGBT+larin giinliik baski
deneyimlerini belirleyen cinsellik temelli bu ithamlardan dolay: tez, bu politik
gruplar arasinda kurulmayi bekleyen olasi siyasi ittifaklar1 tahayyiil etmeye
caligmaktadir. Boylece bu arastirma, 'Gtekilerin' igindeki ezen-ezilen iliskilerine
doniik tartismalar acgarak kesisen Kimliklerin miizakere edilebilir ve edilemez

sinirlarini yeniden diistinmeyi 6nermektedir.
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